
The Story of God: The Bible as Narrative 

Introduction 

The Stories’ Thesis 
 

Every good story has basic parts that we have discussed 

A good story as characters and a main character, conflict, resolution, a great end 

And every good story has a theme or thesis usually 

So the question is this, does the Bible in fact have a main theme or thesis? 

Can the Bible in fact be summed up in a single sentence, or a fragment of a sentence 

Let’s do an exercise together 

Please take the next 3-5 minutes, and attempt to write what you think it may mean 

Then, I also want you to take a shot at writing down what word or words are key 

By the way, your key word or words don’t have to be in your thesis 

* Share 

 

First of all, from your college days, to be a thesis, what is required? 

Main rule I remember is that it has to cover the entire story 

You can have a 10 page paper, with a thesis, and have the thesis only cover 8 of the pages right?! 

 

Most common theme people use in my experience is REDEMPTION 

God saving mankind culminating in the work of the cross 

The question is, is this the main theme of the Story 

 

When I consider The Story, there are 3 Words which seem to be paramount 

3 words that appear all inclusive, and explain what God is doing 

Word them any way you want in a sentence, but I think in one fashion or another they should be there 

 

1. Kingdom 

The majority of the OT from around Genesis 12 on is about God establishing a people group 

A Kingdom if you will 

These people, starting out as a man, growing into a tribe, and into a Kingdom, have a King – God 

Thru the course of time, they desire to look/feel like others, they refuse their king and demand their own 

Mostly to Samuel’s dismay 

Side note – they are not supposed to have another King other than God, yet the Torah tells them how their 

king should behave – more on this as we do our survey 

Saul, to David, the shadow of Jesus, then King after King after King, up, down, up, down 

Eventually enter Jesus, the King who will sit on David’s throne and rule for eternity 

 

In Matthew alone, the word Kingdom is used 53 times 

18x in Mark 

43x in Luke 

It is spoken of specifically in Acts, Romans, I Cor., Galatians, Ephesians, Colossians (1:13), I Thes. 2:12), II 

Thes., II Tim., Hebrews, James, II Peter, and finally Revelation 

 

• Matthew 3:2 

• Matthew 4:17 

• Mark 1:5 

• Luke 1:30-33 

Don’t be confused, Jesus clearly came to forgive us, to pay for our sins, to die on our behalf 

To shed His own blood which is the life of a person, so that the Father would be appeased if you wil for 

humanity’s sins 



But that is not His end goal 

What is Jesus end goal? 

To rule His Kingdom with His people FOREVER 

Having this view rather than a redemption view definitely will change your perspective of the Story 

Please don’t hear this wrong…REDEMPTION IS ESSENTIAL 

Without forgiveness and reestablishing our relationship we have nothing 

We remain in separation from our intended Father 

And without the single greatest most honorable act in History, the cross, we have nothing 

But THE GOAL is reestablishing God’s Kingdom where He can rule 

In love, and ultimate authority and perfection 

Where we then can thrive and be all that we were meant to be 

* Why this is so important, what it does to perspectives on ministry (Crusade) 

 

This is Jesus’ ultimate prayer 

• Luke 11:2 

 

• Mathew 10:7 

First mission trip if you will, this is what Jesus wants His disciples to do, preach the Kingdom 

 

• Matthew 24:14 

Waiting to have the Kingdom preached to all before “the end” 

 

Triumphal entry – as King of Kings 

 

• Matthew 26:29 

Jesus is waiting to take communion with us in His Kingdom with His Father 

 

The Story starts with God ruling in beautiful rhythm with His creation 

The Story ends this way too 

And the middle is God reestablishing this ultimately successful through Jesus 

As a side note- it is incredibly sad to me that Christians are sitting around WAITING 

Waiting for God to once again rule 

He RULES NOW, and has since the time of Jesus 

Waiting and hoping is a sad and somewhat defeated way for us to live 

We rule now with Him 

 

In Genesis 1 & 2, God rules, and He assigns us rule – and this is intended to continue into eternity 

 

2. Covenant 
What does this word mean? 

 

Covenant is first and foremost a relational word 

The OT is literally organized around 5 covenants 

Do you know what they are? 

a) Noahic – God promises to preserve the earth until His redemption is complete = sign is rainbow 

b) Abrahamic – Genesis 12 (15) – 5 blessings, namely to bless all nations (read Jew & Gentile) = sign 

is circumcision 

c) Mosaic (Israel) – covenant people, kingdom of priests = sign is Sabbath 

d) Davidic – establishes His rule forever 

e) New Covenant in Jeremiah 31 

More on this when we start our survey 

 



God creates His people 

God relates in perfect harmony with His creation 

His creation goes South 

God immediately goes into action to reestablish is relationship 

God seals His covenant relationship through the blood of Jesus 

And God permanently acts to preserve it for eternity in Revelation 

 

It is interesting, Covenants were originally made by Kings with their subjects 

Thus, Covenants and Kingdoms were 2 sides of the same coin 

 

A covenant is a relational, and is a mutual agreement, binding through an oath 

Usually bonded through a blood oath 

In the OT through sacrifices, in the New through the blood of Jesus 

Deut.= literally a giant Covenant agreement between God and His subjects 

A life and death curse if you will – till death do us part 

Covenantal Kingdom of God 

- as seen in God’s rule over creation 

- manifested in Israel’s vocation 

- establishes for eternity in Jesus 

- empowered through God’s Holy Spirit 

- manifested in the church 

- and longed for in Jesus’ return 

 

The Story can thus be seen as Implementing God’s Kingdom rule in History thru a series of covenantal 

arrangements 

• Eph. 2:12-13 

 

 

There is one last word that I think it essential 

3. Glory 

In Genesis 1 which is pretty darn early on, we are made in God’s image 

We literally reflect God 

We as we have established are His UNDER-KINGS 

We are literally to rule over the creation so that God’s Glory, His magnificent reputation, is enhanced 

throughout His Kingdom 

• Psalm 8 

The World is literally the Theater to display God’s Glory 

And we, in relationship to one another, and ultimately to God, are to rule in a way that enhances His 

reputation 

 

And you can see this both positively and negatively throughout the story 

This is the recurring issue with Israel right…they make God look bad 

You can see this in individual stories… 

In I Samuel, Eli is the Priest 

His sons who are to follow are horrible 

Their name given to one of his sons is Ichobod = means The Glory has departed 

This is the same thing that happened in the Temple – the Glory of God’s Presences was removed 

• Mal. 1:6-12a 

• Mal. 2:1-10a 

• Number 14:21 

 

Covenant, Kingdom, Glory 



 


